
" I t w i l l be w i t h g e n u i n e regret that the s w i n g i n g l a m p s o f F i s h e r c o u r t are o v e r c o m e b y the 
s t a b i l i s i n g force o f g r a v i t y a n d l u l l e d to the i r final r e s t . " 
Hohson : 

" H o b s o n C o u r t houses t w e n t y g i r l s w i t h a n age range w h i c h w o u l d d a u n t e v e n a n ' A ' teacher. 
I n o u r m i d s t are those w h o w e r e s t i l l at s c h o o l at the o u t b r e a k o f w a r , a n d s o m e w h o w e r e e v e n y o u n g 
e n o u g h to j o i n that n e w tr ibe o f h u m a n i t y , the evacuees . T h e r e are those w i t h m a n y years o f t e a c h i n g 
b e h i n d t h e m a n d those f r o m the serv ices for w h o m a r e g i m e n t o f beds b r o u g h t b a c k m e m o r i e s . S o m e 
h a d severed themse lves f r o m peaceful office l i fe i n search o f f resh interests . J o a n H u m p h r i e s h a n d l e d 
m a n y a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m i n her post o f p e r s o n a l secretary t o the C h e l m s f o r d E d u c a t i o n Off icer . 

W i t h one e x c e p t i o n H o b s o n has steered c lear o f the m a t r i m o n i a l p a t h . T h e e x c e p t i o n is M a r i o n 
S h e l f o r d ( S h e l l e y ) , a w a r b r i d e , w i t h a l i t t le g i r l o f five. 

Bes ides each other , w e s h a l l l o n g r e m e m b e r t w o s t rokes o f l u c k that blessed o u r C o u r t . T h e u n b l e m 
i shed p a r k l a n d b e y o n d o u r c o m m o n - r o o m d o o r s , a n d J a c k i e D a n c e , o u r h o u s e - w a r d e n ' s smal lest daughter 
w h o spent m u c h o f her fifth year o f l i fe perched o n a c h a i r , h e l p i n g u s w a s h o u r s m a l l s . " 
Newton : 

I ' v e been t o l d that I m i g h t a n art ic le w r i t e 
O n the W a l l a h s r e s i d i n g i n N e w t o n , 
F o r N e w t o n i a n c o v e s h a v e w e l l s c r e w e d o n loaves 
A n d the C o u r t i t is rea l ly a cute ' u n . 
N o w first w e m u s t m e n t i o n , the C h i e f w h o s e ascens ion 
T o pres ident started t h i n g s r o l l i n g ; 
T h e B e r n a r d w h o s e c r a v i n g for p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g 
Causes t r o u b l e to persons c o n t r o l l i n g . 
N o w N i c k i s a t a l k e r , a n d w h e n P a r l i a m e n t ' s s h o r t e r 
O f m e m b e r s , h i m they w i l l be n e e d i n g 
O n the T r e a s u r y B e n c h , w i t h e v e r y i n t e n s h -
U n , o f g o v e r n m e n t m o t i o n s i m p e d i n g . 
W h e n A a r o n a i n ' t w o r r i e d he ' s f lustered o r flurried 
A n d speaks o f a M a r t i a n i n v a s i o n . 
B u t w h e n w i t w a s u n l o a d e d , p o o r G e o r g e he e x p l o d e d 
A n d made i t a t rag ic o c c a s i o n ; 
B u t v i s i t o r s h a r k , a toccata b y B a c h , 
T h e o r g a n for A n g u s i s s i n g i n g ; 
W h e n others g o o u t , d r i n k i n g beer , g i n a n d s tout 
S o m e t r ip les he 's m e r r i l y r i n g i n g . 
N o w P a u l is sarcast ic a n d swears s o m e t h i n g drast ic 
W h e n he speaks o f the faults o f soc ie ty . 
H e indu lges i n curses , c o m p o s e s w i e r d verses , 
A n d i s n ' t r e n o w n e d for sobr ie ty . 
R o n s ings i n the b a t h , a n d a lso reads G a r t h 
A n d destroys a l l the peace w i t h h is chor t l e s ; 
A n d M a r t i n w i l l stay i n the s h o w e r the w h o l e day ; 
H e ' s rea l ly the queerest o f m o r t a l s . 
N o w F r a n k g i v e s us facts o n m i l i t a r y t a c t — 
I c s , a n d tel ls us o f B u r m e s e c a m p a i g n i n g ; 
A n d S t a n i s so t o u g h , that i f s o m e o n e got r o u g h 
O f f ractures t h e y ' d s o o n be c o m p l a i n i n g . 
A n d J o e is a s p o r t , b u t n o w he 's got c a u g h t ; 
T o the a l tar h e ' l l s o o n be p r o c e e d i n g ; 
T h o u g h B a s i l d o n ' t c r a m , he 's a r a d i o h a m 
A n d w h e n n o t t r a n s m i t t i n g he ' s feeding . 
B u t i f y o u w a n t to g o , to W i g a n o r S t o w , 
O r spend a l l y o u r h o l i d a y s f a r m i n g . 
See D o n w h o w i l l t h e n , s u p p l y y o u w i t h g e n ; 
Y o u ' l l find h e is perfect ly c h a r m i n g . 
F r i e n d A l a n is b r i g h t , t h o ' o f t ' late at n i g h t 
T o h is b e d , y o u hear h i m c o m e c r e e p i n g . 
A n d E d d y entrances , the ladies at dances 
W i t h h is c h a s s i s a n d fantast ic l eap ings . 
J i m ' s one o f the b o y ' s , b u t he ' s s o f o n d o f noise 
T h a t the w i re le s s he l i k e s p l a y i n g forte . 
A n d J o h n tel ls us y a r n s , to a c h o r u s o f " G a m s " , 
O f h i s exp lo i t s i n L i s b o n i n ' 4 0 . 
N o w T o m w e a r s b r i g h t h u e s , a n d the natt iest shoes . 
A n d types a l l the C o u r t ' s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . 
B u t n o w w e m u s t say, at the close o f th i s lay 
T h a t L e s l i e w h o s e loss caused despondence 
I s v e r y m u c h m i s s e d , so i n c l o s i n g this l ist 
W e m e n t i o n th i s v e r y fine f e l l o w . 
W e w i s h h i m the best , a n d w i t h v e r y m u c h zest 
W e toast h i m i n ale r i c h a n d m e l l o w . " P . V . C . 
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